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we are a group of students who are former

users, current users, harm reduction workers,

and. allies working towards building a legal

-gystem that affirms the autonomy and dignity of -
- peaple'who use drugs. for us », that means a

legal system where drugs are decriminalised,

demedicalized, and accessible. : .

@h.a.r.d:l.a.w

. this zine was made by katie in 2022

,.’fn May 2017, Canada enacted theGood
'Samaritan Drug Overdose Act (the “GSDOA") to
‘provide protection from simple drug possession
.(and related) charges to everyone at a drug
overdose event when 9-1-1 is called to the
-scene. (112

- ltis supposed to protect people — if
- someone is overdosing, you should not
:. fear police presence, detention, arrest,
'or incarceration, just because you

called for help.

what does the iaw actually do?
the GSDOA can protect you from: 2]

Charges for possession of a controlled substance (i.e. drugs) under
section 4(1) of the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act

Possession of substance 1

4 (1) Except as authorized under the regulations. no person
shell possess a substance included in Schedule I, Il or IIl.
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the GSDOA can protect you from:" ¥

» breach of conditions rding simple possession of controlled
substances (i.e. dmg;ﬁ: pre-trial release; probation orders;
conditional sentences; parole

the GSDOA does not provide Iegnl protection against “more
serious” offences, such as: (21 3]

+ outstanding warrants

= production and trafficking of controlled substances

# all other crimes not outlined within the Act
T

the GSDOA applies to anyone seeking emergency support durin?
an overdose, including the person experiencing an overdose. it
rson who calls for help, whether they stay or leave
se scene before help arrives, + anyone else who is
at the scene when help arrives.[2]

protects the
from the over

the federal government states that it “[hopes] the Act
will help to reduce fear of police attending overdose
events and encourage people to help save a life.” 2]

o |

there are some serious
problems with the GSDOA: g2z«

s
) n

2 4

1. it is unclear if police are abiding by it

2. it is unclear if people who use drugs have a
working knowledge of it

Since the GSDOA came into force in May 2017, Pivot Legal  °
Society was notified of incidents where police: [4] ;

1. Arrested a man at the scene of his own overdose for
possession of a controlled substance;

2. Arrested a homeless man at the scene of his own overdose
for possession for the purpose of trafficking;

3. Used information gathered or discovered at the scene of an
overdose to inform and justify later enforcement activities; and,

4. Used their attendance at overdose calls to detain and
saarch people present at lhe scene. (1]

FNEEEs EW e
When punce ac1 in this way. |t creates an atmospnera
of fear among people who use drugs. As Pivot notes
in their report, “every time someone is arrested at the
scene of an overdose, the broader community
becomes less likely to call 911 in the future.y

. what do people know about the
 GSDOA?

In a recent and ongoing study conducted in Vancouver
ﬂ by the British Columbia Centre on Substance Use,
only 28% of people had accurate knowledge of the

it GSDOA.
_§r Participants who reported ever having a ngalw police
=1 encounter (defined as stopped, searched, or detained by
me lice) were even less likely 1o have accurate knowledge of
e law. [5]
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